AUDITIONS: HBMS Festival Orchestra

Hoff-Barthelson Music School’s Festival Orchestra is a full symphonic orchestra for high school students at the highest level of technical

ability and musical artistry. Under the direction of CONDUCTOR JUN NAKABAYASHI, the Festival Orchestra performs three concerts annually; two
are with guest artists of international stature. The Orchestra meets on Tuesday evenings from 7:15 - 9:30 pm. Members of the Orchestra participate in
sectional coachings with members of the New York Philharmonic. Auditions are open to the public and will be held online. Students not yet in high school
but who demonstrate exceptional ability and maturity may also audition.

Spring Audition Dates

2021-2022 Concerts and Repertoire *

Auditions will be held online

Season of Passion — December 11, 2021

Tuesday, May 18, 2021

3-6 pm

Friday, May 21, 2021

6-10 pm

Tuesday, May 25, 2021

3-6 pm

Schedule an audition here, or contact Mark Kushnir,
Orchestra Manager at festivalorchestra@hbms.org.

Audition Requirements
Applicants must perform a 2-minute presentation of a piece of your choice
(NYSSMA Level 6 equivalent) approved by your teacher; one scale (3 octaves for
violin and cello, 2 octaves for viola, a specified 2 octave scale for bass, multiple
1 octave scales for wind instruments, timpani applicants must perform a
demonstration of rolls); and prepared excerpts from Beethoven’s Symphony No.
7. (See page 2 for links to excerpts and specific scale requirements.)
HOFF-BARTHELSON MUSIC SCHOOL has achieved national recognition as a
premier community music school for its unsurpassed leadership in education,
performance and outreach. The School is one of Westchester County’s most
cherished and active cultural resources. The faculty includes many of the nation’s
leading performers and music educators. The School embodies its philosophy of
a strong commitment to orchestral, ensemble and chamber music performance
with over 40 chamber and jazz ensembles and a four-tiered orchestral pyramid
which is the only program of its kind in Westchester County.

• Vivaldi — Four Seasons
• Tchaikovsky — Serenade for Strings
• Wind Symphony — TBA

Spanning the Centuries Music Festival — March 12, 2022
• Mendelssohn — Hebrides Overture

All Beethoven Program — June 4, 2022
• Coriolan Overture
• Concerto for Piano and Orchestra No. 4
• Symphony No. 7
* Subject to change.

Festival Orchestra Information Meeting
Monday, May 3 at 7:30 pm via Zoom

Festival Orchestra Music Director Jun Nakabayashi and HBMS Executive
Director Ken Cole will host an information session about plans for the 20212022 Festival Orchestra Season, addressing the audition process, repertoire,
performances, standards of excellence, and special precautions to ensure
safety during rehearsals and performances.

RSVP here to receive the Zoom link.
Be a part of “one of the finest high school orchestras in the United States!”
JAMES JORDAN, FORMER DIRECTOR OF MUSIC, NYS COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

25 School Lane, Scarsdale |914-723-1169 | www.hbms.org | hb@hbms.org
Hoff-Barthelson Music School is proud to be a grantee of ArtsWestchester with funding made possible by Westchester County government with the support of County Executive George Latimer.
Programs are made possible, in part, with support from the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature.

2021-22 Festival Orchestra Audition Requirements
Auditions will take place online through Zoom. Auditions include a 2-minute presentation of a piece of your choice (NYSSMA Level 6
equivalent) that demonstrates your best technique and musicality and approved by your teacher; scales chosen by the conductor; and
both 1st and 2nd prepared passages of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7. Refer to the chart below for specific excerpt requirements by
instrument. Woodwind and brass players should prepare the principal parts (e.g., Flute 1, Oboe 1, Clarinet 1, Bassoon 1, Horn 1, and
Trumpet 1) for each passage. Results of the audition will determine placement within each section.
You can download your Beethoven part by clicking on the name of your instrument.

Instrument

Scales

1st Passage

2nd Passage

Flute 1

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor and played from memory from all 15
major scales in 2 octaves.

1st movement b.32 to 82

n/a

Oboe 1

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor and played from memory from all 15
major scales in 2 octaves.

1st movement, beginning
to b.34

1st movement, b.429 to 450

Clarinet 1

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor and played from memory from all 15
major scales in 2 octaves.

1st movement, beginning
to Letter A

1st movement, b.429 to 450

Bassoon 1

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor and played from memory from all 15
major scales in 2 octaves.

1st movement, beginning
to b.29

1st movement, b.429 to 450

Horn 1

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor and played from memory from all 15
major scales in 2 octaves.

1st movement, b. 421 to
450

2nd movement, Letter C to D

Trumpet 1

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor and played from memory from all 15
major scales in 2 octaves.

1st movement, b. 421 to
450

4th movement, Letter H to I

Trombone I

We are not auditioning trombones for the 2021-22 season.

Timpani

Rolls in crescendo and diminuendo chosen by
the conductor.

Harp

We are not auditioning Harp for the 2021-22 season.

Violin 1

1st movement, b. 421 to
450

4th movement, Beginning to
Letter A

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor and played from memory from all 15
major scales in 3 octaves.

1st movement, beginning
to Letter A

1st movement, Letter D to E

Viola

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor from all 15 major scales in 2 octaves
by memory.

1st movement, beginning
to Letter A

1st movement, Letter D to E

Cello

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor and played from memory from all 15
major scales in 3 octaves.

1st movement, beginning
to Letter A

1st movement, Letter D to E

Bass

One or two major scales chosen by the
conductor and played from memory from the 2
octave scales e, f, f sharp, g only, and the rest of
the 11 major scales in 1 octave only.

1st movement, beginning
to Letter A

1st movement, Letter D to E

Everything you want to know about the

FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA AUDITIONS

Topics
P Safety Issues
P What is the Festival Orchestra?
P What is special about the orchestra?
P Why do I have to audition?
P What do I prepare?
P What is the purpose of each component of the
audition?
P How can I prepare for the audition?
P When do I audition?
P How do I sign up for the audition?

Safety Issues:
P Our present expectations in regards to safety measures that will
be needed in the fall –subject to changing CDC guidance.
P All string students, faculty members and staff will continue to
wear masks during the Fall Semester.
P Wind and brass students will use instrument bags.

Safety issues: continued
P All persons 16 and older will be vaccinated unless they have a
valid medical exemption.
P If the CDC revises its currently vaccine guidance so that persons
under the age of 16 may be vaccinated, those individuals will be
vaccinated as well, unless they have a valid medical exemption.

Safety Issues: continued
P Social distancing for string players will be 3’, in accordance with
the new guidance from the CDC.
P Social distancing for wind and brass students will be 6’ to 9’, in
accordance with developing standards for these instruments.
P In the event the federal government approves vaccination of
persons younger than 16, the need for masking and social
distancing may be obviated and the Festival Orchestra may return
to full symphonic repertoire for the Fall Semester, swapping out the
Tchaikovsky Serenade for Strings for Mendelssohn's Italian
Symphony.
P The School will issue updated guidelines prior to the start of the
2021-22 school year.

What is the Festival Orchestra?

P It’s a 45 to 50-member symphony orchestra.
P Two “full-length” concerts per year (and
participation in the March Concert).
P Each concert is one and half to two hours long.
P Each concert includes one symphony, one
concerto with a world class artist, and an
overture.

What is special about the orchestra?
P We have two “full-length” concerts.
P We play complete symphonies and concertos---no excerpts or
shortened or arranged versions of them.
P We have multiple concert masters and section leaders (they rotate
within each concert).

“Rotatation”

P All the players rotate their seating---the string
players will have the same “stand partners”,
and they move up and down between the 2nd
row and the last row. The wind players will
rotate within their sections---there is no “fixed”
principal for each wind instrument.

Why do I have to audition?
P Our rehearsals are rigorous and fast paced.
P We need to prepare for a concert with 10 to 14 rehearsals.
P The audition is to see if a student is “fit” enough to overcome the
rigorous and musical challenges.
P Click here to schedule your audition.

What do I prepare?
P There are three components:
P 1. One scale (3 octaves for the violins and
cellos, 2 octaves for the violas and a specified
2 octave scale for the basses, multiple one
octave scales for the wind instruments,
Timpani applicants must perform a
demonstration of rolls).
P 2. A two minute presentation of the piece of
your choice (NYSSMA Level 6 equivalent)
approved by your teacher.
P 3. Short excerpts designated by us (already
announced for the upcoming auditions in
May).

What is the purpose of each
component of the audition?
1. Scales
P Your sense of “pitch and tuning.”
P We believe that being able to play in “tune” is the
starting point of playing in an ensemble.
P Each pitch must be “accurate”.
P Mistakes happen. Your pitches may be off---But if
you are off, we would like you to be able to correct
it instead of just continuing.

2. Two-minute presentation of the piece
of your choice
P We want you to demonstrate what you are really
capable of.
P Choose a 2 minute section of a piece that represents
your “strengths” and what you are capable of
P We are not concerned which section or which
movement it is from.
P If you choose something too easy, then you will not
be demonstrating what you are capable of
P If you choose something too difficult, then you will
not be demonstrating your “strengths”.

3. Short excerpts designated by us
Click here to access the music from which we
will excerpt a passage for you to play for us.
P Two passages will be chosen from the main
repertoire of the upcoming season (this year, it
will be Beethoven’s Symphony No.7).
P This assignment is to see how you cope with
our repertoire.
P You should practice with any recordings that
are available. Also consult with your private
teacher.

How can I prepare for the
audition?
P Remember the purpose of each component.
P Consult with your teacher.
P Listen to various recordings and see how your
designated excerpts fit.

When do I audition?

P The auditions will be held on Tuesday May 18,
Friday May 21, or Tuesday, May 25.
P They will take place via zoom.

How do I sign up for the
audition?
P Click here to schedule your audition.

