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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

 

Dear Friends,

Every note played at Hoff-Barthelson Music School tells a story. A first 
lesson. A long-awaited breakthrough. The quiet concentration of a 
student practicing alone, and the shared exhilaration of an ensemble 
in full flight. These moments—small and large—define who we are as a 
community and why our work matters.

This inaugural Annual Report is a new way of sharing that story. While 
we’ve always kept in close touch through performances, newsletters, and conversations, 
this report offers a broader reflection on the 2024–25 fiscal year—a year marked by creativity, 
momentum, and meaning.

We introduced new programs, welcomed inspiring new leaders, and strengthened the core of 
what we do: nurturing the whole musician in a community where excellence, joy, and personal 
growth go hand in hand. These accomplishments were made possible by the extraordinary 
generosity and commitment of our extended HBMS family. Whether through financial 
contributions, volunteer efforts, word-of-mouth support, or simply showing up again and again to 
cheer our students on, your belief in our mission sustains everything we do.

I am deeply grateful for all the ways you have stood with us this year. This report is, above all, a 
celebration of what we can achieve together—and a thank you to everyone who makes Hoff-
Barthelson such a vibrant and welcoming home for music.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Gabriella Sanna



FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Dear Friends,

Serving as Chair of the Board this 
year has been both a privilege and a 
joy. At every turn, I’ve witnessed the 
profound impact Hoff-Barthelson has 
on its students—not just in shaping 
musicianship, but in cultivating 
confidence, creativity, and community.

The 2024–25 year was filled with forward movement. We 
saw programs evolve, new initiatives take hold, and a strong 
resurgence in enrollment—all while remaining deeply 
committed to the School’s core values of access, excellence, 
and joyful learning. These strides were made possible by the 
dedication of our exceptional leadership team, faculty, and staff, 
and by the trust and investment of the entire HBMS community.

I want to extend heartfelt thanks to each of you—our donors, 
families, alumni, and friends. Your support ensures that Hoff-
Barthelson can continue to be a place where students not only 
grow as musicians, but also find a sense of belonging 
and purpose.

Thank you for being part of this remarkable community.

With gratitude,

Dana Matsushita
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Excellence in Student Achievement
Hoff-Barthelson students continued to distinguish 
themselves both within and beyond the School. Many 
received top honors in regional and national competitions, 
were accepted into prestigious summer festivals and pre-
college programs, and performed in high-profile venues. 
These achievements reflect the depth of our students’ 
commitment and the exceptional guidance of their teachers.

Youth Orchestras Flourish under New Leadership
Under the direction of Leandro Gazineo, the School’s Youth 
Orchestra Program thrived. Students developed ensemble 
skills, musical sensitivity, and a deepened understanding of 
orchestral repertoire—culminating in spirited performances 
that drew enthusiastic audiences and affirmed the power of 
collaborative music-making.

Chamber Music: A Year of Renewal and Inspiration
Hoff-Barthelson’s Chamber Music Program was revitalized 
this year under the leadership of Laura Giannini, with 
expanded coaching, fresh structure, and a renewed focus on 
collaboration and artistry.

A highlight was the Elaine Stamas Chamber Music Residency, 
established in memory of longtime Trustee and passionate 
advocate for chamber music, Elaine Stamas. During the 
residency, musicians from the New York Philharmonic 
coached student ensembles and performed in a culminating 
concert, inviting select students to share the stage—an 
unforgettable experience that that underscored the power of 
chamber music at its highest level.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Programmatic and Artistic Highlights

The 2024–25 year was one of momentum and renewal at Hoff-Barthelson. As music once again filled every corner of the School, 
we saw not only a return to pre-pandemic energy—but a clear step forward. Enrollment rebounded to higher than pre-COVID 
levels, a testament to the strength of our programs, the dedication of our faculty, and the trust placed in us by students and 
families across Westchester and beyond.

Cellist Luke Padovano , a student of Peter Seidenberg, 
was one of four winners of the 1st Annual HBMS 
Concerto Competition.



Concerto Competition: A New Tradition Begins
The School launched its first annual Concerto Competition 
this year, giving advanced students the extraordinary 
opportunity to perform as soloists with orchestra. Participants 
rose to the occasion with remarkable skill and artistry, and 
the winners delivered performances that inspired and 
impressed. This new tradition adds a powerful dimension to 
the HBMS student experience—celebrating excellence and 
elevating our culture of performance.

Master Classes
Students benefited from a rich series of master classes with 
visiting artists and conservatory faculty that included David 
Madsen, guitar; Chelsea Knox, flute; composers Nils Vigeland 
and Matt Browne; Paul Watkins, cello; Almita Vamos, violin; 
Victor Rosenbaum, piano; and members of the New York 
Philharmonic. These sessions offered valuable feedback, 
inspiration, and a window into the next stages of musical 
development.

Music of Our Time Festival
The School’s annual contemporary music festival continued 
to grow in scope and impact. The 2025 festival featured 
the world premiere of a new commissioned work by Kian 

Ravaei, the second presentation of the Wilma Machover 
Creative Development Award, and an exciting collaboration 
with composition students from the Manhattan School of 
Music. Student and faculty performances brought fresh, bold 
repertoire to life, affirming the School’s ongoing commitment 
to musical innovation.

A Global Moment at the UN
Hoff-Barthelson flutists performed at the United Nations in 
honor of the International Day of Education—offering a unique 
opportunity for students to serve as musical ambassadors on 
a world stage.

Summer Arts Program Growth
The 2025 Summer Arts Program welcomed students for 
two vibrant, two-week sessions, filled with music, visual art, 
collaboration, and performance. With record enrollment 
in the second session, the program remains a joyful and 
enriching cornerstone of the School’s summer offerings.

Flexibility and Access Through New Offerings
In response to community needs, the School introduced 
a Private Lesson + Performance Classes Only package—
providing a streamlined, high-quality experience for students 

The Flute Clubs perform at the United Nations



seeking more focused or flexible schedules. This initiative 
was warmly received and is now a key part of our registration 
options.

Spring Benefit Highlights
This year’s Spring Benefit was a joyful celebration of 
community and music, honoring Trustee Gregory Barton and 
Janet Sikirica for their extraordinary service to the School. A 
highlight of the evening was a special performance featuring 
Hoff-Barthelson students alongside world-renowned 
flutist Nicolas Duchamp—an unforgettable experience that 
reflected the spirit and excellence of the School. Proceeds 
from the event supported financial aid and program 
enhancements.

Inspiring Excellence | Welcoming All

Raphael Sutiono, a piano student of Elena Belli, earned 
second-place honors in the 2025 American Protégé 
International Concerto Competition and performed at 
Carnegie Hall  

Violinists Abigail Fong and Melody Dong, violist Audrey Li, 
and cellist Meera Chari opened the final concert of the 
Westchester Chamber Music Society.

Flute lessons during the Summer Arts 
Program with Co-Director Donna Elaine.



FINANCIALS

Revenue and Expenses - July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

Hoff-Barthelson Music School remains committed to sound fiscal stewardship, ensuring that resources are used wisely to 
support our mission of providing exceptional music education. In fiscal year 2025, the School generated $4.44 million in total 
revenue, with the majority coming from tuition and program fees, complemented by contributions, grants, and investment in-
come. This diversified revenue base enables us to sustain high-quality programs, support our distinguished faculty, and provide 
scholarships to students in need. 
 
On the expense side, the majority of funds were directed toward instructional programs and student support, reflecting our 
strong commitment to investing in students and their educational experience. The balance supported essential management 
functions and fundraising activities ensuring the School remains vibrant, well-managed, and accessible to all. 
 
We are deeply grateful to our donors, families, and community partners whose generosity and trust make this work possible.



COMMUNITY OF SUPPORT

Leadership Circle ($50,000+)
Rhonda G. Kost and Alfred Z. Spector
Dana Matsushita and David Siegel

Conductor ($25,000-$49,999)
No gifts in this category for FY25

Concertmaster ($10,000-$24,000)
Cathy Friedman and Thomas Feyer
Dorothy Lee and Victor Han
Rebecca May and Fernando Rivas
Janet Sikirica and Gregory E. Barton

Principal ($5,000-$9,999)
The Bowman Family Foundation
Suzie Hahn
JSRM Foundation
Dalya Khan and Preet Bharara
Debra and Jonathan Kolodner
Janet Korins and Joseph Kaufman
Craig Phillips and Daniel Spitzer
Sindhu and Sanjay Rajpal
Wendy Sheldon and Michael Chun
Elaine and Alan Weiler

Sponsor ($2,500-$4,999)
Hotsuki Family Fund
Terri Simon and Eric Levine

Patron ($1,000-$2,499)
Michael Asen
Sheela and Suresh Chari
Heedan Chung-Goh and Richard Goh
Johna and Timothy Clear
Sandy Coburn and Chris Schroeder
Julie Gans and Creighton Cray
Patricia Johnson
Russell Korins
Darlene LeFrancois and Warren Haber, Jr.
Ling and George Liu
Anita and Michael Malina
Sarah and Phil Michaelson
Diane McKay and  Robert Dickey
Francine and Dale Montagna
Elizabeth and Carl H. Pforzheimer III

Kerstin and Himanshu Saxena
Nancie and Steven Schnur
Tomoko Uchino and Gregory Thomas
Anne-Catrin Uhlemann and David Fidock
Gillian Zackham and Roy Korins

Supporter (up to $1,000)
William Anderson
Winnie Au and Joseph Fong
James M. Banner, Jr.
Candace and Michael Barasch
Jane Becker and James Adler
Sheba Bergman-Golden and David Golden
Vera Bernardi and Frank Schaffa
Deborah Bers and Denis McInerney
Steffany and Luis Cabrera
Katie Casanova
Alice Cheung and Howei Chan
Rakhshan and Junaid Chida
Adi Cohen and Jonathan Weinsaft
Jennifer and Anthony Corriggio
Julia and Luciano Del Guzzo
Dorothy Duncan
John Dwyer
Jane Elkoff and Peter Gregersen
Desiree Elsevier
Susan Feder and Todd Gordon
Claire Feng and Ryan Jin
Cynthia Feng and John Zheng
Ming-Fung Fung
Ivy and Babak Ghatan
Marlormoh and Janet Harrison DuBoulay
Joyce-May Henery
Britta Hion
Zhihong Hu and Johan Schalkwyk
Katherine Scorza Ingram
April Johnson and Peter Seidenberg
Kathy Jones
Gretel and Christopher Kenniff
Rebecca Koike
Shruthi Komandur and Murali Akella
Glenna and Jonathan Lee
Robin Liao and Richard Duan
Gengsheng Lu and Cheng Shao
Patricia and Donald MacNaughton

Ryan Martin
Rie Matsumoto and Robert Schwartz
Silvina and Sergio Mottura
Francine Naughton
Yuka Otohata
Christine Palmieri and Brian Levine
Joyce and Edmund Papazian
Dami Park and Seung-Ho Ahn
Meena and Vishaal Rana
Victor Rosenbaum
Amy Roth and Alex Villari
Nader Sadre
Gabriella Sanna
Rebecca and David Sayles
Julie and David Schnur
Deepa and Nirav Shah
Mari and Kenneth Share
Naira and Nathaniel Simmons
Arvind Sriram
Anne Staton
Lisa and Kurt Strovink
Shuya Tan
Eugenie Theall
Irena and Jeff Turner
Jane Veron and Andrew Feldstein
Claudia and Joel Wald
Roisin and Robert Walker
Jiabin Wang and Guang Pan
Jingjing Wang and Yi Wang
Halina and Ian White
Helen and John Woods
Fengyun Wu and Gang Li
Jane Yu and Dong Chen
Wanjing Zhang and Andrew Liu
Stacey and Mark Zoland

Government, Foundation & Corporate Gifts
ArtsWestchester
Bright Funds
Friends of Music Concerts, Inc.
JP Morgan Chase Good Works
The New York Community Trust –   
      Westchester
The New York State Council on the Arts
The New York State Dormitory Authority


